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There can be no question of the remarkable
ability, prowess, and strength of character pos-
sessed by Sebastian de Belalcazar. There must,
too, have been some good in him, for he was popular
and had many followers who were devoted to him.
But the boy was father to the man. Beginning
with the crime in the miry lane near home, he
ended with the crime at Pozo which concluded
his career. His savage cruelty to the natives,
while foolish as a question of policy, was evidence
of a hard and callous nature.

Heredia began a voyage to Spain in 1554, but
never arrived, for the ship in which he had em-
barked was wrecked at sea. He had been Governor
of Cartagena for twenty years.

The events related in this chapter overlap the
Chibcha cataclysm by several years. Still, the
arrival of Belalcazar at Popayan and the discovery
of the Cauca valley are about contemporary.
With their frequent markets, and commercial
intercourse with neighbouring tribes, the Chibchas
had probably heard rumours about the ruthless
strangers gathering, like threatening clouds, on
their southern and on their western horizons.